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Course description/overview:

The AP Art and Design portfolio is designed for the students who are seriously interested in the practical experience of art.  This course encourages and expects creative and systematic investigation of formal and conceptual issues in 2-D design.  The students will understand the discipline involved in order to be successful and work to the standard of excellence required by the College Board.  Students will work extensively with various media, exploring both traditional and non-traditional uses and examine advanced design problems with an emphasis on mark-making, composition, and elements and principles of design, all with the ultimate goal of improving use of the elements and principles as tools for a more sophisticated expression.  Work will show significant time and care, so the development of self-discipline and time management is necessary.  Class assignments will challenge students to set and achieve creative goals and will emphasize the ongoing process of art making that involves critical decision-making.  The course includes group and individual student critiques and instructional conversations with the teacher, enabling students to learn to analyze and discuss their own artworks and those of their peers.  This course also teaches students to understand artistic integrity as well as what constitutes plagiarism.

This portfolio is designated for work that focuses on the use of 2-D elements and principles of art and design, including point, line, shape, plane, layer, form, space, texture, color, value, opacity, transparency, time, unity, variety, rhythm, movement, proportion, scale, balance, emphasis, contrast, repetition, figure/ground relationship, connection, juxtaposition, and hierarchy.  Students should consider how materials, processes and ideas can be used to make work that exists on a flat surface.  

Instructional Goals:

· AP Art and Design courses should address the following learning outcomes:  the ability to (1) conduct a sustained investigation through practice, experimentation, and revision, guided by questions; (2) skillfully synthesize materials, processes, and ideas; and (3) articulate, in writing, information about one’s work.
Course Skills:

1. Inquiry and investigation:  Investigate materials, processes, and ideas

2. Making through practice, experimentation, and revision:  make works of art and design by practicing, experimenting, and revising

3. Communication and reflection:  communicate ideas about art and design

Portfolio Exam Structure:
Students create a portfolio of work to demonstrate inquiry through art and design and development of materials, processes, and ideas over the course of a year.  Portfolios include works of art and design, process documentation, and written information about the work presented.  In May, students submit portfolios for evaluation based on specific criteria, which include skillful synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas sustained investigation through practice, experimentation, and revision, guided by questions.  The portfolio contains two sections.  The Selected Works section requires students to demonstrate skillful synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas.  The Sustained Investigation section requires students to conduct a sustained investigation based on questions, through practice, experimentation, and revision.  Both sections of the portfolios require students to articulate information about their work. 
Selected Works:  5 pieces (40% of Total Score)

Five physical works or high-quality printed reproductions of physical works that each demonstrate synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas using 2-D art and design skills.  Along with each work, students are required to submit written responses to prompts about the work.  Responses are evaluated along with the images that students submit.  The most successful responses in terms of assessment are those that are clearly related to the images of work submitted, that directly and completely address the prompts, and that provide further evidence of skillful synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas shown in the work.  
1. Ideas visual evident (100 characters maximum)
2. Materials used (100 characters maximum)
3. Processes used (100 characters maximum)
Sustained Investigation:  15 pieces (60% of Total Score)
15 digital images of works of art and process documentation that demonstrate sustained investigation through practice, experimentation, and revision. This section offers students the opportunity to make and present works of art and design based on an in-depth investigation of materials, processes, and ideas done over time.  Along with each work, students are required to submit written responses to prompts about the work.  Responses are evaluated along with the images that students submit.  The most successful responses in terms of assessment are those that are clearly related to the images of work submitted, that directly and completely address the prompts, and that provide evidence of inquiry-based sustained investigation through practice, experimentation, and revision.  

Prompts:  Identify the questions that guided your sustained investigation.  Describe how your sustained investigation shows evidence of practice, experimentation, and revision guided by your questions (1200 characters maximum)  

1. Ideas visual evident (100 characters maximum)
2. Materials used (100 characters maximum)
3. Processes used (100 characters maximum)
Students will brainstorm with others and make lists of possible questions/topics for your sustained investigation.
The last due date for work will be around the third week of April since the portfolios are due near the beginning of May.  This will allow for photographing artwork and submitting the portfolio. 
-The students will begin in August to collect visual inspirations for their AP portfolio.  These images may be from the internet, books, magazines, and other available prints.  The images will be inspiration for a possible concentration in the area of their choice.
-The students will be expected to discuss their ideas about their sustained investigation choices several times before November of the school year.

-By November, the students will write a report on their sustained investigation plans, including materials to be used, subject matter, specifics on each piece to be created and how the work will show growth, personal voice, risk-taking, evidence of student thinking and methods of working.  

-Through the writing and group critiques, students will refer to influence on their work:  a stylistic direction from art, art history, contemporary artists’ works influencing their thinking and their ongoing research into personal interests.

Grading:

Assessments for the work done in the course will be based on AP studio art rubric developed by the College Board.  Emphasis will be placed on working independently, developing good studio practices, and communicating both in written and oral form about the work


5 Extremely well qualified (A)
A
90 – 100

4 Well qualified (A-, B+, B)
B
80 – 89

3 Qualified (B-, C+, C)

C
70 – 79

2 Possibly qualified 

D
60 – 69

1 No recommendation

F
59 – 0 
Sketchbook/Homework:

It is impossible to complete a ‘college-level’ portfolio during regular class time.  Students are expected to work at home on homework, maintaining a sketchbook or journal, and all other assignments in order to ‘fine tune’ them to meet time constraints and the AP rubric.  Students should work an average of 1 hour per day at home, either on assigned homework or projects for class.  

Critiques:

Students are encouraged to develop verbal and written literacy about their works.  All students are brought together for group critiques at regular intervals.  Each student must show his/her work and briefly discuss their intent.  The class is then expected to provide positive feedback and offer suggestions for improvement.  Students will analyze composition, execution (technique), and concept in works of art.  All students must participate.  Students will use correct terminology, such as the elements and principles, which have been taught and used throughout their art career.  The teacher will provide feedback when work is graded, and students will be allowed to rework their art pieces.  The teacher will use a similar rubric based on the actual AP scoring guidelines. 

Plagiarism:
If students produce work that makes use of photographs, published images, and/or other artists’ works, the course teaches students how to develop their own work so that it moves beyond duplication.  Students are not allowed to work from published photographs or other copyrighted work.  Copyright issues are discussed with the students early on and are made aware of the legal issues involved with working from someone’s published work.  Students must know that images used must be significantly altered and only a small component of their individual creation.  This is demonstrated through manipulation of the formal qualities, design and/or concept of the source. The student’s individual “voice” should be clearly evident. 

Classroom Rules:

1. Obey GCS and SGHS Code of Conduct

a.  Follow the SG dress code

b.  Follow the SG electronic device policy
c.  No food, Drinks must have a lid

2. Be in class on time and prepared
a. Bring writing tools, sketchbooks, and projects to every class 

3.  Remain ON task
a. Do not interrupt another student’s learning

b. Stay in your seat unless otherwise told

4. Take care of materials 

a. CLEAN up after yourself

b. Do NOT throw materials.

c. Use materials safely and appropriately 

d. No vandalism

5. RESPECT at all times!
      
a. Own work, others, and the teacher

          
      b. Please do not talk when others are talking.

        
      c. Raise your hand to speak.

        
      d. Respect differences of opinion!

Classroom Requirements:

1. Sketchbook- You must have a sketchbook to keep class work, homework, and handouts.  This is to be with you daily.  You can leave your sketchbook in the classroom.

2. Art materials- You are required to bring your materials to class every day.  Materials are available at Michaels, Staples, Hobby Lobby, Target, JoAnn Fabric, 5Below, or Walmart.

Materials needed:  


-Spiral-bound sketchbook containing drawing or sketching paper.  9” X 12”


-Pencil


-Eraser


Optional:


-Graphite pencils


-Prismacolor colored pencils


-Variety of paint brushes 

-Portfolio

Please contact me if there is a problem getting any supplies.  

Discipline Policy:

Any disruptive behavior, failure to follow school rules/policies, or classroom rules/procedures will result in consequences.  

Consequences will be derived from YOUR actions.  Your 1st choice is to discontinue the behavior when asked.
· Warning




· Points Deducted from Project and/or Behavior Grades

· -5 points for excessive talking, interrupting, or being disruptive after my warning 

· -5 points for each tardy

· -20 points for sleeping in class 

· -20 points for disrespect to another person’s property, artwork, or materials 

· -15 points for being sent to CHOICES

· -20 points for an office referral 

· -50 points for damage to school property

· Student/Teacher Conference

· Parent Phone Call/Conference

· Teacher Assigned Detention

· Office Referral

Classroom Procedures:  Entering and Exiting the Classroom:

a. Upon entering the classroom, you must first complete the warm-up in your sketchbook that will be listed on the projector before getting out any materials.

b. Tardy Policy- You are tardy if you do not have your entire body inside the classroom when the bell rings.  This does not mean dropping off your belongings and then coming in after the bell.  
-5 points per each tardy.

c. Absences- It is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  This should be done before class begins or after the day’s assignment has begun.  If you miss a demonstration, you may have to come by before or after school to see what you missed.  

· Students must always make up work as requested by the teacher

· Absences 1-3 (per quarter) – students are required to turn in make-up work, only owe time if the teacher requests they stay after

· Absences > 4 – students are required to make up time and work

· The principal may waive absences/time in extenuating circumstances

d. You must sign out and back in when you leave the classroom.

e. Do not enter the teacher’s desk area.  Do not use supplies that are on the teacher’s desk unless otherwise told.

f. Exit- At the end of class you are to put away all your materials and to clean up after yourself.  

Assessment:

1. Projects- 50% All projects are expected to be done to the best of your ability.  Projects will be graded using the following rubric which aligns to the College Board expectations:

-Preliminary ideas/sketches

-Following directions 

-Meeting the project objectives

-Quality/craftsmanship

-Completion

-Participation/Effort

-Creativity/ideas

-Technique and skills

-You may rework an assignment if the grade is unsatisfactory.  

2.  Sketchbook/Art Journal- 30% Each student will have a mini conference on each of their concentration pieces with the teacher.  They are to have a preliminary drawing or the actual piece to show the teacher on the specific due date.  Mini conferences will be held every Monday.

3.  Classwork/Writing/Critiques:  20% See critique section.
Please read over this syllabus with your child so that it is fully understood.  If there are any questions, please don’t hesitate to email or call me.  H.  Please return this entire packet with all forms filled out. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. L. Jessie Raeford

Visual Arts Teacher

Cultural Arts Department Chair
Phone:  336-674-4250
Email: raeforl@gcsnc.com
